
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Case study 

St John’s College 
University of Cambridge 

Cambridge, United Kingdom 

St John’s College benefits from the latest 
Johnson Controls’ Security Systems 

St John's College is a constituent college of the University of Cambridge and is world 
renowned for the education of a number of notable people since first receiving its charter in 
1511. 

The college's alumni include nine Nobel Prize winners, six Prime Ministers, three archbishops, 
at least two princes, and three Saints.  Situated in the middle of the City of Cambridge, St 
John’s College’s rich heritage also makes it a popular tourist attraction. 

In 2007, St John’s College decided to invest in the enhancement of the security of its priceless 
assets as well as the safety and comfort of Students, Fellows and staff by engaging Johnson 
Controls to install an Access Control and Intruder System across the St John’s Campus. 

 Challenges 

• 500 year old buildings to be fitted out with 21st Century Security solutions 
• Full compliance with English National Heritage conservation principles 
• Consideration for building aesthetics ensuring all cabling and containment to be 

hidden out-of-sight 
• Consideration for numerous priceless artefacts, décor and furniture 
• Ensuring no damage to the fabric of the buildings 
• Solution to be executed during a fully operational campus 



St John's College was 
founded in 1511 by Lady 
Margaret Beaufort, mother 
of King Henry VII. The 
second largest of the 
constituent Colleges of the 
University of Cambridge, it 
has about 135 Fellows, 530 
undergraduates and 300 
graduate students. 
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Johnson Controls Solutions 

• Pegasys Access Controls solution protects student, Fellows 
and staff facilities 

• Designed and engineered to address NACOSS requirements 
• Integrated Intruder systems  protect  high value assets 
• Access Control and intercom solution for the Masters Lodge 
• CCTV Digital recording solution 
• Porter’s Lodge operations improved through integrating 

Intruder/Access Control with Pegasys Access Control 
System. 

• Site wide digital Intercom solution    
• Triangle site refurbishment (2007-2009) – Extension of 

digital intercom, Access Control, Intruder and CCTV system 
• Upgrade to P2000 version 3.8 ( 2009) 
• Upgrade field devices to CK721 network connectivity (2009) 
• Reader technology upgrade to Mifare proximity – (2010) 

Technical Challenges 

• Full compliance with English National Heritage regulations  
• High level of attention to detail in order to contain and 

conceal all cabling within the fabric of the 500 year old 
buildings 

• Innovative approach required in order provide a solution that  
blends in with the environment 

• Very long data cable runs 
• Scheduling installation works in order to minimise the 

disruption to the daily operation of the College 
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Benefits to St John’s 

• High security electronic protection of priceless artefacts and 
other pieces of historical value 

• Centralised monitoring of ‘High Security Rooms’ 
• Intruder protection provided by Johnson Controls P2000 system 
• Site–wide Access Control giving increased site security 
• CK721 network controllers offer flexibility of a networked 

solution 
• Reassurance, safety  and security for Students, Fellows and 

other authorised personnel 
• Student and Fellows Common rooms and assets protected 
• Ongoing cost savings due to alleviation of physical guarding 

costs  

The Johnson Controls 
P2000 security 
management system is 
the ideal solution for 
medium-to-large-scale 
security needs. As your 
security requirements 
grow, your P2000 
system can easily grow 
with you by adding 
badges, readers and 
workstations. 


