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MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin… July 2, 1925 

Globe-Union inherits "Steel King" but ultimately fails to make par 
The predecessor company to today’s Johnson Controls Power Solutions group, Globe-
Union, manufactured a number of diverse products in its early days, including ice 
skates, roller skates, ice cream freezers, spark plugs, and, of course, batteries. 
They also manufactured golf clubs, after acquiring the Great Lakes Golf Corporation 
in 1931. A few years before Globe-Union’s acquisition, the Great Lakes Golf 
Corporation applied for (and later received) a trademark to use the name “Steel King” 
for a line of clubs. The Milwaukee company also sold club and ball models named for 
(and endorsed by) some of the golfing greats of the time including Tommy Armour, 
Harry Cooper and Bobby Cruickshank. In addition, Great Lakes Golf offered a variety 
of golf accessories from tees and cleats to gloves and grip wax. Globe-Union remained 
in the golf equipment business until 1934, when poor sales caused by the Great 
Depression forced the dissolution of Great Lakes Golf. 
 

 
 
 

MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin… July 15, 1958 

Johnson Service controls keep Caribbean cruisers comfy 
The July 15, 1958 issue of the Maritime Reporter featured a cover photo of the new 
Santa Rosa ocean liner embarking on its maiden voyage. The liner was part of the 
"Grace Line" fleet, a cruise line which sailed from U.S. ports to South America and 
the Caribbean between 1913 and 1970. The Santa Rosa represented several maritime 
firsts: it was the first liner to replace a ship of the same name, and it was the 
first newly constructed American-flag passenger ship to be built for the Inter-
American market since the 1930s. In addition, the ship offered more square footage 
per passenger than any ship afloat at that time. The $25,000,000 liner had a total 
passenger capacity of 300, with first class accommodations in each stateroom. It was 
also completely air-conditioned, with a pneumatic control system provided by the 
Johnson Service Company. In fact, as the article noted: "Individual control in each 
Stateroom enables occupants to 'dial their own weather.'" Today, a refurbished Santa 
Rosa still sails the Mediterranean as The Emerald for Thomson Cruises. 
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TIME? 

 
…….…YES, and time to 
renew your membership! 

     
 
Keep in touch with your life long work associates via the 
Newsletter.  Annual Association membership dues are 
$5.  You may choose to pay several years in advance or 
pay a lifetime membership of $50, as 223 members have 
chosen to do.  New members (only) paying after 
September 1st will be credited for both the current and 
next year. Send dues money to Bonnie Lenz. Not sure 
you’ve paid your dues? Check the first line of this issue’s 
mailing label.  In addition to your name, it identifies the 
division from which you retired (B=Battery; C=Controls; 
X=Corporate) and the last year for which you paid dues 
(2001, 2002, Life).  

STILL 
  WORKING? 

 
MEMBERSHIP ENTITLEMENT 

COMES WITH 20 YEARS 
 

If you are retired from Johnson Controls, or still working 
there with 20 years of employment, you are eligible for 
membership in the JC Retirement Society. 
 
Send your $5.00 annual membership fee to: 
 
 Bonnie Lenz, Treasurer 
 8240 E. Wind Lake Rd.  
 Wind Lake, WI  53185 
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